































PRISONERS HAVE THE RIGHT TO HEALTH CARE FREE OF CHARGE, 
INCLUDING DENTAL CARE. STANDARDS OF HEALTH CARE IN PRISONS 
SHOULD BE EQUAL TO THOSE IN THE COMMUNITY.

RULES 24, 25

RULE 24
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS IN PRISONS SHOULD CLOSELY LIAISE WITH 
COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN ORDER TO FACILITATE CONTINUED 

TREATMENT UPON ADMISSION AND UPON RELEASE.

MEDICAL RECORDS ARE CONFIDENTIAL, ADMINISTERED BY HEALTH CARE 
PROFESSIONALS AND ACCESSIBLE TO THE PATIENT. OTHER PARTIES 
SHOULD NOT HAVE ACCESS TO A PRISONER’S MEDICAL FILE.

RULE 26

RULES 31, 32

MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS AND CONSULTATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL. 
PRISONERS SHOULD BE INFORMED ABOUT THEIR HEALTH CONDITIONS 

AND RECEIVE MEDICAL TREATMENT UPON THEIR CONSENT. 

HEALTH 
CARE

THE UNITED NATIONS STANDARD MINIMUM 

RULES FOR THE TREATMENT OF PRISONER

(THE NELSON MANDELA RULES)
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