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Criminal justice response
A special unit for combating traffick-
ing in children was established within 
the National Council on Motherhood 
and Childhood in December 2007.

Because of the absence of a specific pro-
vision on human trafficking, no prosecutions or 
convictions were recorded for trafficking in per-
sons during the reporting period. 

The statistics reported in the charts below refer 
to the following offences: prostitution and 
exploitation of women, forced labour, removal 
of organs, deception/employment abroad, expos-
ing a child to delinquency, and exploitation of 
children. The Egyptian authorities emphasize 
that these statistics do not represent the full 
scope of trafficking in persons in Egypt. In this 
regard, a survey-study to accurately identify the 
scope, magnitude and root causes of the prob-
lem in Egypt is being undertaken by the National 
Centre for Social and Criminological Research 
in full cooperation with the national coordinat-
ing committee to combat and prevent traffick-
ing in persons. 

Egypt
Institutional framework
The specific offence of child trafficking was 
established in Egypt in June 2008. The amend-
ments to the 1996 Child Protection Law approved 
by parliaments recognize trafficking in children, 
distinctly and exclusively, as a crime. Authorities 
report that other offences in the criminal code, as 
well as Child Protection Law of 1996, the anti-
prostitution law of 1960, the labour law, and the 
anti-money laundering law of 2002, are used to 
criminalize forms of trafficking in persons. Fur-
thermore, draft legislation on the transfer of 
human organs is in its final stage.  

In July 2007, the Prime Minister issued a decree 
to form the National Coordinating Committee 
on Combating Human Trafficking within the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The members of this 
committee include representatives of all relevant 
government authorities. One of the responsibili-
ties of the committee is to formulate a national 
action plan on combating human trafficking 
taking into account Egypt’s international obliga-
tions. A drafting committee was created, within 
the National Committee on Combating Human 
Trafficking to draft a comprehensive anti-traf-
ficking legislation in line with the UN Traffick-
ing Protocol.

tions or 
g in per-

ow refer
on and
removal 

Eg
yp

t
Persons investigated for offences used to prosecute trafficking in persons in Egypt, by gender  Fig. 1: 
(2003-2006)

Source: Public Prosecution, Ministry of the Interior
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Services provided to the victims
State authorities provide legal protection, medi-
cal and psychosocial support, and housing and 
shelter for victims. Assistance is provided through 
social welfare institutions that are either affili-
ated with the Ministry of Social Solidarity or are 
certified at the ministry in accordance with the 
Law on Child Protection and its executive stat-
ute. Local NGOs provide legal protection, and 
medical and psychosocial support.

The national Council for Childhood and Moth-
erhood announced plans to launch a rehabilita-
tion centre in the district of El-Salam that will 
act as a shelter for child victims of trafficking.

Additional information
In 2005 and 2006, seven persons were convicted 
for removal of organs.

Cases investigated for offences used to prosecute trafficking in persons in Egypt, by offence Fig. 2: 
(2003-2007)

Source: Public Prosecution, Ministry of the Interior
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Victims of trafficking in persons  Fig. 3: 
identified by State authorities in Egypt, 
by age and gender (2003-2006)

Source: Public Prosecution, Ministry of Interior
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Additional information
The National Council for Child Care in 
cooperation with the Ministry of the 
Interior, the Ministry of Social Welfare 
for Women and Children and the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs collects data on cases 
of Sudanese nationals trafficked outside of 
Sudan. Other formal procedures and legal sup-
port are carried out by relevant ministries, 
enhancing cooperation with international organ-
izations and NGOs and providing them with 
the necessary support.

The National Council for Child Care also is 
working in cooperation with UNICEF to estab-
lish a central database of children who were 
trafficked to serve as camel jockeys. Data has 
been collected and work on the design of the 
system for the database is underway. Addition-
ally, a study was conducted to analyze and survey 
the situation and needs of children participating 
in camel races who were deported back to Sudan 
from Gulf countries. This study was based on a 
sample of 629 Sudanese boys identified as vic-
tims of trafficking for use as camel jockeys.

Sudan
Institutional framework
Sudan introduced the concept of trafficking in 
persons into the framework of its cyber crime 
legislation in 2007.  

Criminal justice response
A new department for combating human traf-
ficking was established in 2007; it is part of the 
Cyber Crime Department, which is affiliated 
with the General Department of Criminal Intel-
ligence and Investigation. The new department’s 
responsibilities are to combat prostitution and 
sexual exploitation networks, to fight human 
trafficking and to halt the trafficking of body 
organs. Fifty officers are assigned to this depart-
ment.

Services provided to victims
State authorities provide legal protection, hous-
ing and shelter, and medical and psychosocial 
support.
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Other offences in the criminal code (sequestra-
tion, debauchery, exploitation of prostitution, 
slavery and others) were used to prosecute some 
forms of trafficking prior to 2006. The follow-
ing statistics refer to these related offences.

United Arab Emirates
Institutional framework

The specific offence of trafficking in 
persons was established in the United 
Arab Emirates in 2006. A national action 

plan was adopted in 2006 and renewed in 
2008. 

Criminal justice response
A specialized division on combating human 
trafficking was established in 1995 as part of 

the Human Rights Care Department of the 
Dubai Police General Headquarters. Trafficking 
in persons also falls under the competence of the 
General Department for Criminal Security of 
the Ministry of the Interior and the Division on 
Combating Organized Crime of the Criminal 
Investigation Department, which was estab-
lished in 2006. About 150 officers are assigned 
to trafficking in persons and related crimes.  

In 2007, at least 10 human trafficking cases were 
registered, and four men and two women were 
arrested for trafficking in persons. There have 
been convictions in five cases, with those con-
victed receiving jail terms ranging from three to 
10 years.
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Persons convicted of trafficking in  Fig. 17: 
persons-related offences in the UAE,  
by citizenship (2005-2006)

Source: Office of the Public Prosecutor, Dubai
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Persons convicted of trafficking in persons-related offences in the UAE, by gender (2003-2006)Fig. 18: 
 

Source: Office of the Public Prosecutor, Dubai
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Additional information
All of the victims identified in the years 2005 
and 2006 were trafficked for sexual exploita-
tion.

Three residential facilities were available in 2007 
for victims of human trafficking, with a total 
capacity of more than 150 beds. Four women 
trafficked for sexual exploitation were sheltered 
in that year. These facilities have sheltered 21 
victims − 20 women and one child − from 2007 
through February 2008.

The UAE National Committee to Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons was created in April 2007 as the 
coordinating body for anti-trafficking efforts at 
all levels in the seven emirates of the federation.

Services provided to victims
State authorities and local NGOs provide vic-
tims legal assistance, medical and psychosocial 
support, housing and shelter, and assistance for 
reintegration into the labour force.
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Victims of trafficking in persons identified by State authorities in the UAE, by age and gender Fig. 19: 
(2003-2007) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Office of the Public Prosecutor, Dubai and Ministry of the Interior

5

1

35

1
6

24

3

3

1

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Women Girls Men

Victims of trafficking in persons identi-Fig. 20: 
fied in the UAE, by citizenship (2005-
2006)

Source: Office of the Public Prosecutor, Dubai and Ministry 
of the Interior

Uzbecks, 16

Moldavians, 5

Other
MENA, 2

Other Eastern 
Europe and 

Central Asia, 1South
 Asians, 3

East Asians, 1


