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Global Burden of Disease

Source: World Drug Report (2017)



The Opioid Crisis
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Regional Diversity of the Synthetic Opioids Issue

• Issue not limited to North America

• Fentanyl and fentanyl analogues
▪ Eastern, Western and Central Europe 

• Tramadol
▪ West and North Africa 

▪ Western and Central Europe

▪ Near and Middle East



Substances under international control

Substances scheduled under the 1961 & 1971 Drug Conventions (n = 261)
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Pharmacological Profile of NPS 2009–2016

Source: UNODC Early Warning Advisory (EWA) on New Psychoactive Substances (NPS)
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Emergence of Synthetic Opioids 2009-2017 

Source: UNODC Early Warning Advisory (EWA) on New Psychoactive Substances (NPS)
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Responding under the international framework
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Raising awareness, sharing best practices and promoting international cooperation

Enhancing operational activities to prevent diversion and trafficking of synthetic opioids

Strengthening and supporting prevention and treatment programmes related to opioids

Expand programmes with WHO and INCB on access to pain medication

Generating evidence in support of effective policy decisions and operational responses

UNODC’s Integrated and Multidisciplinary Approach

Early Warning and Trend Analysis

Rationale Prescribing and Access to Opioids for 
Medical and Scientific Use 

Prevention and Treatment Programmes
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Website https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/opioids-crisis
Twitter https://twitter.com/unodc           

Protecting health, saving lives



UNODC - Making the world safer from drugs, crime and terrorism
Contact: lab@unodc.org  

Thank you


