Resolution 23/1

Strengthening a targeted crime prevention and criminal
justice response to combat illicit trafficking in forest
products, including timber

The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,

Reaffirming its resolution 16/1 of 27 April 2007, entitled
“International cooperation in preventing and conibgt illicit
international trafficking in forest products, indimg timber, wildlife
and other forest biological resources”, in whicmter alia, the
Commission strongly encouraged Member States tqpexie at the
bilateral, regional and international levels to yeet, combat and
eradicate illicit international trafficking in fos¢ products, including
timber, wildlife and other forest biological resces, where
appropriate, through the use of international leégatruments such as
the United Nations Convention against Transnatiofiganized
Crimet and the United Nations Convention against Corup#

Recognizing the role of the Convention on International Trade
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Hoes the principal
international instrument for ensuring that intefoatl trade in
specimens of wild animals and plants does not tieresheir survival,
and also recognizing the efforts made to implemtiiat Convention
by the parties thereto,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 62/98 of 17 December
2007, by which the Assembly adopted the non-legabiynding
instrument on all types of forests, contained i thnnex to that
resolution, in particular paragraphs 7 (h), (i) gjjcof the instrument,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2008/25
of 24 July 2008, in which the Council encouragedniber States to
continue to provide the United Nations Office onups and Crime
with information on measures taken pursuant to Cdssion on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice resolution'll@&aking into
consideration, inter alia, the need for holisticdanomprehensive
national multisectoral approaches to preventing aachbating illicit
international trafficking in forest products, indimg timber, wildlife
and other forest biological resources, as well as ihternational
coordination and cooperation in support of suchrapphes, including
through technical assistance activities to build dapacity of relevant
national officials and institutions,

Recalling further the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive
Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime Preventeomd Criminal
Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changivigyld4
adopted by the Twelfth United Nations Congress oim€ Prevention
and Criminal Justice, in which the States Membefsth® United
Nations acknowledged the challenge posed by emegrdarms of
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crime that have a significant impact on the envinemt, encouraged
Member States to strengthen their national crimevention and
criminal justice legislation and invited them tohemce international
cooperation, technical assistance and the sharingest practices in
that area, and invited the Commission on Crime Pné&on and
Criminal Justice to study the nature of the chalkemnd ways to deal
with it effectively,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 2011/3&8f
July 2011, in which the Council invited Member @fmtto consider
making illicit trafficking in endangered specieswild fauna and flora
a serious crime, in accordance with their natiotedislation and
article 2, paragraph (b), of the Organized Crime n@Gmtion,
especially when organized criminal groups were Ined,

Emphasizing Economic and Social Council resolution 2012/19
of 26 July 2012, in which the Council urged Memb®tates to
consider, among other effective measures, in a@ued with their
national legal systems, addressing different foang manifestations
of transnational organized crime that had a sigaifit impact on the
environment, including trafficking in endangeredesfes of wild
fauna and flora,

Reaffirming Economic and Social Council resolution 2013/40 of

25 July 2013, in which the Council encouraged MemBeates to
make illicit trafficking in protected species of Idifauna and flora
involving organized criminal groups a serious crinas defined in
article 2, paragraph (b), of the Organized Crimen@mtion, in order
to ensure that adequate and effective means ofrnat®nal
cooperation could be afforded under the Convention the
investigation and prosecution of those engagedlicititrafficking in
protected species of wild fauna and flora,

Reaffirming also that in its resolution 68/193 of 18 December
2013, the General Assembly emphasized that cootéihaction was
critical to eliminate corruption and disrupt thdidit networks that
drove and enabled trafficking in wildlife, timbené timber products
harvested in contravention of national laws,

Recalling that, in that same resolution, the General Assgmbl
strongly encouraged Member States to take apprigprimeasures,
consistent with their domestic legislation and llefflameworks, to
strengthen law enforcement and related effortsamizat individuals
and groups, including organized criminal groupseming within
their borders, with a view to preventing, combatiagd eradicating
international trafficking in wildlife, forest proaus, including timber,
and other forest biological resources harvestedtantravention of
national laws and relevant international instrunsent

Recognizing that efforts to prevent and address illicit traKing
in forest products, including timber, should takeoi consideration
and involve, where applicable, supply, transit,qirotion and demand,

Recognizing also that efforts to prevent and address illicit
trafficking in forest products, including timberhauld take into
consideration the need for alternative sustainéibldihoods,



Mindful of the need to address illicit trafficking in fate
products, including timber, which contributes tofaestation and
forest degradation, which in turn have an adversgpact on
biodiversity, climate, livelihoods of forest-depesrd communities and
sustainable development,

Recognizing that the need to strengthen collective efforts in
preventing and combating transnational organizetner money-
laundering and corruption is critical, as they dasilitate, in some
cases, illicit trafficking in forest products, ingling timber,

Conscious of the need to promote initiatives to encouraggale
trade by countering illicit trafficking in forestrpducts, including
timber,

Acknowledging the crucial role played by all relevant
stakeholders, including civil society, in particulllmcal communities,
in combating illicit trafficking in forest products$ncluding timber,

1. Encourages Member States to make illicit trafficking in
forest products, including timber, involving orgaad criminal groups
a serious crime, as defined in article 2, paragréph of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organi@eome 83 where
appropriate, in order to ensure that adequate dfettere means of
international cooperation can be afforded underGlo@vention in the
investigation and prosecution of those engagedliicititrafficking in
forest products, including timber;

2. Also encourages Member States to undertake and promote
bilateral, regional, subregional and internatiodalv enforcement
cooperation, including, subject to national legigla, cooperation
between law enforcement agencies, through jointestigations,
including joint cross-border investigations, ande tlexchange of
information, inter alia, information on legislati@nd law enforcement
intelligence, to prevent and counter illicit traffing in forest
products, including timber, thereby promoting theistainable
management and conservation of forests;

3. Strongly encourages Member States to develop and
implement, where necessary and consistent with riatigonal
obligations, domestic and regional policies aiméd@untering illicit
trafficking in forest products, including timber;

4. Encourages Member States to strengthen, where necessary
and appropriate, their domestic legal frameworkd kw enforcement
and judicial capacity, consistent with their intational obligations
and national legislation, to ensure that relevagidlation, including
criminal laws, is available to tackle illicit traéking in forest
products, including timber;

5. Strongly encourages Member States to adopt adequate and
effective measures, including, where appropriatéminal laws and
deterrent penalties, to prevent and combat illicifficking in forest
products, includingimber;

6. Requests Member States to take full advantage of the
international cooperation provisions of the Unitgdtions Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime and the UWnitéations



Convention against Corruptidit,in appropriate cases, to prevent and
combat illicit trafficking in forest products, inatling timber, and in
that regard calls upon Member States that have date so to
consider becoming parties to those Conventionscatld for their full
and effective implementation by Statesties;

7. Acknowledges the efforts of the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, in coordination with other membesE the
International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Cemto support
Member States in the implementation of theddlife and Forest Crime
Analytic Toolkit,> aimed at strengthening, where appropriate, the
capacity of relevant forest law enforcement auttiesi and judiciaries
in investigating, prosecuting and adjudicating &ireelated offences,
and requests the Office to continue providing suppo the Member
States, upon request, in the application of Toakit;

8. Invites the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, in
coordination with other United Nations bodies antergovernmental
organizations, as appropriate and within their ex$jve mandates, to
promote enforcement related to illicit trafficking forest products,
including timber, and addressing its impact on aungtble
development;

9. Alsoinvites the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
to work with Member States and other relevant Ushinations bodies
to identify good practices in the area of crimimalv related to illicit
trafficking in forest products, including timber;

10. Further invites the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime to consider cooperation with member organiret of the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests to promoteaife forest law
enforcement and governance, including by strengtigenthe
development of tools and technologies for addreagdiitit trafficking
in forest products, including timber, inviting Memb States to
strengthen sustainable economic alternatives asapproach to
preventing and combating illicit trafficking in fest products,
including timber, and strengthening support forsgixig instruments
and programmes such as the thematic programme oestfdaw
enforcement, governance and trade of the InternatioTropical
Timber Organization;

11. Encourages the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime, in consultation with Member States and iroperation with
relevant intergovernmental organizations, to cominto provide
technical assistance and training to prevent ananbad illicit
trafficking in forest products, including timberné to promote the
development of tools and technologies to enhanoe detection,
interdiction and prosecution of such crimes, in @dance with the
rules and procedures of the United Nations;

12. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, in
consultation with concerned Member States and iopeoation with
relevant intergovernmental organizations, to unalest research that
focuses on organized criminal networks involvediliitit trafficking
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in forest products, including timber, and inviteseiber States to
contribute, on a voluntary basis, to such research;

13. Invites Member States and other donors to provide
extrabudgetary contributions for such purposesa@tordance with
the rules and procedures of the United Nations;

14. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime to report on the impletation of the
present resolution to the Commission on Crime Pm&va and
Criminal Justice at its twenty-fifth session.



