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Drug prevention treatment and rehabilitation
Drug dependence is preventable and treatable, but needs a comprehensive, multi-
disciplinary approach including both medical-pharmacological and psychosocial 
interventions. Different subtypes of addicted individuals and different socio-behavioural 
features of drug dependence require differentiated treatment strategies. A better 
understanding of what makes individuals vulnerable to addiction is needed. A special 
effort is needed to reach youth that are not responding to prevention programmes, drug 
dependent individuals who are not motivated to attend treatment facilities, non-responders 
to treatment who continue to abuse illicit drugs and those patients who easily relapse into 
substance abuse.

HIV/AIDS prevention and care
In the fi eld of HIV, UNODC focuses on three of the most-at-risk populations, namely 
injecting drug users, prisoners and people vulnerable to human traffi cking. UNODC 
implements large-scale programmes preventing HIV infections and providing care and 
support to people living with HIV and AIDS. Its HIV work also entails the provision 
of technical assistance to support the development of effective legislation, policies and 
standards, and capacity-building, the creation of enabling environments and effective 
organizational infrastructures to ensure high coverage of HIV/AIDS services for the 
most-at-risk populations.

Alternative development
UNODC seeks to reduce the world’s supply of illicit drugs, not only through eradication, 
but by promoting sustainable development in communities that are dependent on the 
income of coca and opium cultivation. This is essential in order to reduce the vulnerability 
of these communities to their dependence on illicit markets and to free them from the 
climate of crime, violence and fear associated with the drug economy.
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SERVICES

Drug prevention, treatment and rehabilitation

• Support to Governments 
and civil society in planning, 
implementing, monitoring and 
evaluating a range of evidence-
based interventions for the 
prevention of drug abuse. 
Current particular areas of 
focus:

-  Life skills education in 
schools;

-  Family skills programmes;

-  Comprehensive interventions 
targeting youth at risk.

•  Support to Governments for 
the development of treatment 
systems, expansion of services 
for drug dependent people and 
the establishment of drug abuse 
national information systems 
for monitoring and evaluating 
demand reduction programmes. 
Priority areas of work are:

-  Community-based treatment;

-  The role of drug dependence 
treatment in HIV/AIDS 
prevention and care;

-  Drug dependence treatment 
in prisons;

-  Sustainable livelihoods 
for rehabilitation and 
reintegration.

THEMATIC AREAS

l Drug abuse prevention

l Drug dependence treatment and rehabilitation
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TOOLS

Global assessment programme 
(GAP):
•  How to develop an Integrated 

Drug Information System 
(IDIS)—Essential elements 
needed for collecting and 
managing data on drug abuse

•  Methods to assess the number 
of illicit drug abusers among the 
general population

•  Focus assessment studies 
(including training materials)—
Qualitative research methods 
to support drug abuse data 
collection

•  Guidance for the Measurement 
of Drug Treatment Demand—
How to set up a national system 
for monitoring demand for drug 
treatment

Drug abuse prevention:
•  Preventing the use of 

amphetamine-type stimulants 
among young people

•  Planning, Implementing, 
Monitoring and Evaluating 
Prevention Activities with the 
Active Involvement of Youth 
and the Community

•  Putting the Right Message 
Across to Youth

•  Prevention in School

•  Working with Families

•  Alternative Activities

•  Working with Vulnerable 
Populations

•  Training materials for 
community based organizations

•  Global Sports Fund

Drug abuse treatment and 
rehabilitation:
•  Contemporary Drug Abuse 

Treatment—A Review of the 
Evidence Base

•  Drug Abuse Treatment and 
Rehabilitation—A Practical 
Planning and Implementation 
Guide

•  Substance Abuse Treatment and 
Care For Women—Case Studies 
and Lessons Learned

•  WHO/EMCDDA/UNODC 
International Evaluation 
Guidelines and Workbooks

•  Drug Counsellor’s Handbook— 
A practical guide for everyday 
use

•  Guidelines For Psychosocially 
Assisted Pharmacological 
Treatment of Persons 
Dependent on Opioids

•  Training package for providers 
of treatment services
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SERVICES TOOLS

HIV/AIDS prevention and care

• Technical advice to design 
HIV/AIDS programmes for 
injecting drug use, prison 
settings and people vulnerable 
to human traffi cking.

• Facilitation of national technical 
working groups on HIV/AIDS 
prevention and care.

• Development of effective 
strategies for scaling-up, 
monitoring and evaluating 
HIV/AIDS prevention and care.

• HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care, 
Treatment and Support in 
Prison Settings: a framework for 
an effective national response

• Technical guide for countries to 
set targets for universal access to 
HIV prevention, treatment and 
care for injecting drug users

• HIV/AIDS prevention and care 
for female injecting drug users

• HIV guidelines for judges, 
prosecutors and law 
enforcement in dealing with 
people vulnerable to human 
traffi cking

• HIV Prevention, Care, 
Treatment and Support in 
Prisons: a framework for an 
effective national response; 
Evidence for action: Prison and 
HIV/AIDS

THEMATIC AREAS

l HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment amongst injecting 
drug users

l HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment in prisons

l HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment among people vulnerable 
to human traffi cking
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SERVICES TOOLS

Alternative development

•  Alternatives to illicit crop 
cultivation:

•  Report on Emerging Gender 
Strategies for Alternative 
Development, Regional Seminar 
on Alternative Development: 
Information Networking and 
Sharing Good Practices on Gender 
and Development

•  A Manual on Monitoring and 
Evaluation for Alternative 
Development Projects

•  Alternative Development in the 
Andean Region—The UNODC 
Experience 2007

•  Alternative Development: Sharing 
Good Practices, Facing Common 
Problems

•  Report on Guidelines for 
Best Practices on Gender 
Mainstreaming in Alternative 
Development

• Technical assistance in 
agricultural and rural 
development (as well as off-farm 
employment) for sustainable 
livelihood opportunities in illicit 
crop cultivation areas.

•  Drafting of specifi c components 
of national development plans/
strategies to address illicit crop 
cultivation.

•  Technical assistance for the 
establishment of donor 
consultative groups on 
alternative livelihoods/
alternative development.

•  Development of marketing 
strategies for products from 
alternative development 
programmes.

•  Facilitation of the exchange of 
best practices and knowledge 
on development interventions 
among countries affected by 
illicit crop cultivation.

•  Development, implementation 
and support of management, 
strategic information and 
workfl ow systems and 
substantive computer software 
and computerization of 
government departments.

•  Provision of strategic 
assessments on the impact of 
drugs, crime and insecurity on 
development

THEMATIC AREAS

l Alternatives to illicit crop cultivation

l Sustainable livelihoods
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UNODC medium-term strategy 

2008-2011
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The UNODC medium-term strategy 2008-2011 was developed in close consultation 
with Member States, external experts, NGOs and staff in order to provide a clear 
statement about the result areas that UNODC should work in and the results it should 
aim to achieve. It provides the conceptual framework for introducing a culture of 
results-based management. It is also a basis for creating a monitoring and reporting 
system that allows the Offi ce to demonstrate its ability to use public resources 
effectively to address issues that have been identifi ed.

Themes and result areas

1.  Rule of law
1.1 Ratifi cation and implementation of conventions and protocols

1.2 International cooperation in criminal justice matters

1.3 Criminal justice systems: more accessible, accountable and effective

1.4  Terrorism prevention

2.  Policy and trend analysis
2.1  Threat and risk analysis

2.2  Scientifi c and forensic capacity

3.  Prevention, treatment and reintegration,and alternative development
3.1  Community-centred prevention

3.2  Corruption prevention

3.3  HIV/AIDS prevention and care (as related to injecting drug users, 
prison settings and traffi cking in human beings)

3.4  Alternative development

3.5  Treatment and rehabilitation of drug-dependent persons

3.6  Prison reform

3.7  Juvenile justice

3.8  Assistance to victims
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Index of thematic areas
 page page

Alternatives to illicit crop cultivation 21

Alternatives to imprisonment  6

Asset recovery  4

Border management 8

Container security 8

Corruption prevention 4

Crime and criminal justice-related United Nations 
standards and norms 6

Crime prevention  6

Cybercrime 8

Data collection/surveys 12

Drug abuse prevention 18

Drug dependence treatment and rehabilitation 18

Drug traffi cking 8

Economic and fi nancial crime 4

Extradition and mutual legal assistance 6 

Financial intelligence and investigation  4

Forensic capacity 14

Hawala/Underground banking 4

HIV/AIDS prevention and care  20

Human traffi cking 8

Judicial integrity 4

Judicial reform 6

Juvenile justice 6

Laboratory data and technical information  14

Law enforcement cooperation 8

Law enforcement effectiveness, accountability and oversight 6

Legal aid 6 

Money-laundering  4

Organized crime  8

Precursor control 8

Prison reform  6

Restorative justice  6

Smuggling of migrants 8

Statistics and databases for drugs and crimes 12

Sustainable livelihoods 21

Terrorism 8

Traffi cking of fi rearms 8

United Nations Convention against Corruption, 

ratifi cation and implementation of 4 

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 

Crime, ratifi cation and implementation of 8

United Nations Conventions against Terrorism, ratifi cation 

and implementation of 8

Urban violence 8

Victims of crimes 6

Violence against women 6

Vulnerable groups within the criminal justice system 6

Witness protection 6
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