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Politics and Governance 

• Since 1991 Parliamentary form of government 

• Bangladesh’s performance (economic & social 
indicators) has been impressive 

• Governance has been poor – corruption, weak 
rule of law, institutional weaknesses, 
politicization & growing violence/impunity 

• Political economy analysis is inadequate – 
need to undertake micro-level studies to 
formulate appropriate policies  

 



Overview of Research 

• Understand local power structures 

• Focus on mastaans (‘mafia’) – local power 
brokers 

• Try to understand corruption, political violence 
and distribution of benefits from economic 
growth using a variety of methods 

• Research analyses a variety of data – economic 
interests & criminal activities; perpetrators & 
victims; process (violence & negotiation); election 
violence.   



Politicians, Mastaans & Governance: A 
Survey of Journalists on Local Power 

Structures 

Research Design 

• Survey of journalists 

• 7 constituencies, 1 randomly selected for each 
division of Bangladesh 

• Variety of contexts: peri-urban, rural, border 
town, coastal 



Top forms of economic crimes:  
land grabbing and drug dealing 



Top individuals involved in land grabbing include 
politicians and mastaans 

 



Variation in the level of mastaan power, 
correlated with local economies 
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